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The Normans brought the idea of castles with them from Normandy.  They had taken England by force at the Battle of Hastings. To the English, William was a foreigner, a Frenchman with French friends.  They wanted him dead! The Normans knew that they were not safe because they could still be attacked by northern rebels and they were outnumbered by the Saxon English.  


William took large areas of English land from the Saxons and gave it to his Norman friends.  These friends became known as BARONS.  They soon realised they needed protection from the unhappy English.  The barons built over 100 castles around England.

Castles had to be built very quickly and were sited wherever the Normans wanted them.  This meant if there was a Saxon village in the way, the Norman lords just pulled it down.   Because the castles had to be built quickly, they used earth and wood to build them.  Earth and wood were easily available so the castle could be built in less than 2 weeks. 

 Why did the Normans build castles?


TASK 1:
Copy out the statements below and say whether they are true or false.  If they are false write the correct answer after the statement.

· The Normans brought the idea of castles with them from Norway.

· The first castles were made out of stone.

· Motte and Bailey castles could be built in less than 2 weeks.

· Only a dozen or so castles were built.

· If there was a Saxon village in the way, the Norman lords just pulled it down.

TASK 2:
Look at the 4 pictures showing why the English hated the Normans.  Copy and complete the paragraph below.
The Normans needed to build castles to help them control the Saxon English.  The Saxons had good reasons for hating the Normans.  These were...

TASK 3:
Copy out the sentence below and complete it to explain why it is difficult for historians to know what a motte and bailey castle looked like.

It is difficult for historians to know what Motte and Bailey castles looked like because...

TASK 4:
Draw and label a Motte and Bailey castle.
TASK 5:
Complete the paragraph below to say why motte and bailey castles were easy to attack and destroy.

Motte and Bailey castles had the advantage of being quick and easy to build because...                          However castles which go up quickly can be brought down just as fast because...
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